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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY* 

(a) . — Medical.  1.  Whole  Time: 

Medical  Officer  of  Health ,  School  Medical  Officer ,  Medical  Officer  for 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Area  First  Aid  Commandant,  and 
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E.  R.  Gilmore,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Manch.),  D.P.H. 
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F.  G.  D.  Chalmers,  M.A.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C. 

Veterinary  Inspector  :  E.  RlNGER,  M.R.C.V.S. 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Hamilton  House, 
Leamington  Spa. 
16th  August,  1944. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  seventh  Annual  Report  upon 
the  health  conditions  of  the  Borough  for  the  past  year. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was  low,  the 
only  exception  being  measles  which  was  prevalent  during  the  first 
quarter. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  Influenza,  happily  not  of  a  severe 
type,  caused  some  temporary  set-back  in  the  War  effort. 

As  regards  infant  welfare  work,  some  significance  may  be 
drawn  from  the  fact  that  90%  of  the  infants  born  in  the  town  during 
the  year  attended  the  Welfare  Centres  as  compared  with  69%  during 
1942,  this  percentage  showing  a  steady  rise  during  the  past  few 
years. 

The  attendance  figures  for  the  two  war-time  nurseries  bear 
witness  to  the  valuable  role  they  fulfilled  in  releasing  mothers  for 
essential  work,  and  in  addition  the  minds  of  many  of  our  fighting 
men  must  have  felt  relieved  in  the  knowledge  that  their  children 
were  receiving  adequate  nourishment  and  care,  and  their  wives 
some  additional  income  from  their  efforts. 

Maternity  bed  accommodation  caused  anxiety  from  time  to 
time  owing  to  the  increased  difficulties  of  home  confinements,  and 
I  feel  it  due  to  the  County  Authority  that  their  help  in  this  connec¬ 
tion  be  placed  on  record. 

A  study  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  discloses  the  in¬ 
creasing  quantities  of  food-stuffs  it  became  necessary  to  condemn  as 
unfit,  due  no  doubt  chiefly  to  delays  in  transport  of  perishable 
articles,  as  well  as  poor  keeping  quality  or  deterioration  in  methods 
of  packing.  It  should  be  understood  however  that  much  of  this 
food  is  not  eventually  wasted  but  is  reconditioned  or  used  for 
animal  feeding  purposes. 

In  conclusion  I  must  express  my  appreciation  on  behalf  of  the 
Boroug.u  of  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  the  voluntary  workers 
at  the  War-time  Nurseries,  the  Welfare  Centres,  and  in  the  Civil 
Defence  Casualty  Services,  as  well  as  the  loyal  co-operation  of  all 
the  members  of  my  staff. 

# 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  faithfully, 

E.  R.  GILMORE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1943 


Natural  Increase  of  Population,  1943  ... 
Birth-rate  ... 

Death-rate  (Crude) 

Death-rate  (corrected  for  Age  and  Sex  Consti¬ 
tution.  Standardising  factor  of  1931) 

Infantile  Mortality,  per  1,000  Births 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death-rate 

Other  Tuberculosis  Death-rate  ... 

Cancer  Death-rate 
Average  Age  at  Death  ... 

Density  of  Population  per  Acre... 


97 


16*2  per  1,000 


13*5 


H 


11*6 

34*2 

0*05 

0*47 

Nil 

2*08 


>» 


>> 


>> 


»j 


64  years. 


12*6 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,833 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  as  at  31-12-43  ...  9,143 

Number  of  Private  Families  (Census,  1931)  ...  9,143 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^*313,917 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ^*1,276  6s.  lid. 


EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  YEAR. 


Total. 

Males. 

Females 

Live  Births- 

-Legitimate 

539 

263 

276 

Illegitimate 

46 

30 

16 

Birth-rate 

16*2 

Still  Births— 

-Rate  per  1,000  total  births, 

32*4 

Deaths 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

488 

220 

268 

Death-rate  ...  13‘5 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Child-Birth — 

From  Sepsis  ...  ..j  ...  ...  ...  1 

From  other  Causes...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Maternal  Mortality- Rate  (per  1,000  Total  Births 

— Live  and  Still)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3*31 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1000 — 


Legitimate  Births  ... 
Illegitimate  do. 

Total  Births 


»  «  « 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


31*5 

65*2 

34*2 
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BIRTHS. 

585  Births  (increase  of  50)  were  registered  during  1943,  and 
their  distribution  as  to  Wards  together  with  the  deaths,  is  indicated 
on  page  12.  The  Birth-rate  for  1943  was  16‘2  per  1,000.  There 
were  293  Males  and  292  Females  born,  being  in  the  proportion  of 
100  Females  to  100‘34  Males.  Two  pairs  of  twins  were  born. 


ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

46  Illegitimate  Births  were  registered  during  the  year,  and  it 
is  somewhat  remarkable  that  of  this  number  no  less  than  30  were 
males.  This  figure  and  the  corresponding  rates  are  compared  with 
those  for  the  previous  1 0  years  : — 


Year. 

All  Births. 

Illegitimate 

Births. 

Illegitimate 

Birth-rate. 

Percentage 
of  all  Births 

1933 

360 

21 

'69 

5*8 

1934 

336 

26 

*86 

77 

1935 

362 

20 

‘66 

5*5 

1936 

348 

27 

*90  * 

77 

1937 

385 

14 

‘46 

3*6 

1938 

364 

22 

73 

6*0 

1939 

411 

16 

‘52 

3*8 

1940 

415 

21 

‘63 

5*0 

1941 

567 

38 

1‘0 

67 

1942 

535 

36 

‘96 

67 

1943 

585 

46 

1*27 

7*6 

Some  explanation  is  needed  in  order  that  an  assessment  of  the 
value  of  the  above  tables  may  be  attempted,  otherwise  a  false 
interpretation  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa’s  bastardy  rate  might  well 
result.  The  figure  of  46  illegitimate  births  is  that  given  by  the 
Registrar  General  from  the  home  address  stated  when  the  births 
were  registered,  or  of  the  “  usual  ”  address  of  the  parent  if  this 
differed  from  the  place  of  birth. 
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Mothers  temporarily  resident  at  the  Leamington  and  Warwick 
Girl’s  Shelter  at  6,  Church  Hill  in  the  Borough,  give  this  as  their 
only  addiess,  although  they  may  be  admitted  there  on  account  of 
their  pregnant  condition  from  county  districts,  or  even  from 
outside  Warwickshire,  and  consequently  the  Spa  is  credited  with 
the  births.  Our  office  records  for  1943  show  that  there  were  28 
illegitimate  births  of  Leamington  residents,  25  of  which  occurred  in 
the  Borough,  and  3  in  Warwick.  Of  12  from  the  Girls’  Shelter, 
9  born  in  Warwick  were  definitely  not  Leamingtonians,  and  of  the 
remaining  3,  born  in  the  borough,  Leamington  was  the  home-town 
of  one,  the  other  two  being  in  domestic  service  here.  Counting 
these  last  3,  but  not  the  9  from  outside  the  area,  this  would  bring 
our  total  to  31.  Even  adding  the  9  from  Church  Hill  the  total  is 
still  6  below  that  of  the  Registrar  General’s,  and  presumably  these 
6  whose  births  took  place  elsewhere  and  of  which  we  have  no 
records,  rightly  or  wrongly  were  deemed  to  be  Leamington  resi¬ 
dents.  Assuming  these  6  infants  were  correcty  allotted  to  the 
Borough,  the  Department  would  never  hear  of  them  unless  the 
mothers  returned  and  visited  the  Welfare  Centre,  or  else  informed 
the  Health  Department  where  the  birth  took  place  of  their  intended 
return,  when  the  M.O.H.  would  pass  on  this  confidential  informa¬ 
tion  as  a  routine.  As  regards  the  Girls’  Shelter  births  occurring  in 
Warwick  Hospital  being  incorrectly  assigned  to  Leamington,  this 
has  been  taken  up  with  the  Warwick  Registrar  with  a  view  to 
rectifying  the  matter,  but  up  to  the  time  of  writing  with  no  success. 
It  should  be  clear  from  the  above  that  under  the  present  system, 
with  the  attendant  understandable  but  troublesome  secrecy  it  is 
impossible  to  obtain  accurate  local  illegitimate  birth  rates.  The 
fairest  method  of  assigning  illegitimate  births  to  the  various 
localities  for  purposes  of  comparison  might  perhaps  be  considered 
that  of  crediting  (or  should  it  be  debiting)  the  area  where  con¬ 
ception  occurred.  This  would  at  least  have  the  advantage  of 
unloading  any  stigma  where  it  belonged,  and  local  authorities  would 
as  a  result  in  their  own  interests  be  stimulated  to  effective  counter¬ 
measures  as  far  as  this  lay  within  their  power.  No  attempt  is  made 
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to  forecast  whether  under  such  an  arrangement  the  illegitimate 
birth  rate  for  the  Borough  would  be  better  or  worse  than  the 
Registrar  General’s  figure  under  the  present  imperfect  system. 

Not  unconnected  with  this  question  is  the  one  where  a  married 
woman  gives  birth  to  a  child  whose  father  is  not  her  husband,  and 
the  infant  is  not  therefore  illegitimate  in  the  legal  sense,  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  above  figures  include  none  of  these  -cases,  many  of 
which  are  known  to  the  Department.  That  a  few  of  these  are  the 
wives  of  our  fighting  men  serving  abroad  makes  it  difficult  for  the 
Departmental  staff  in  dealing  with  these  cases  to  conceal  feelings 
of  disgust  that  this  sort  of  thing  should  occur.  These  are  especially 
the  cases  where  the  infant  protection  visitor’s  vigilance  is  necessary 
as  well  as  that  of  the  N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector. 

. . .  . . . Mi  m  . 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  2866  of  1st  October,  1943,  on 
“  The  Care  of  Illegitimate  Children  ”  asked  welfare  authorities  to 
give  very  early  and  urgent  attention  to  this  matter  and  to  submit 
proposals  to  the  Minister.  After  several  meetings  and  discussions 
locally  with  different  bodies  and  with  the  County  authority,  and 
following  a  comprehensive  consideration  of  the  problems  involved 
a  report  was  submitted  to  the  Minister  the  following  year. 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  in  this  district  during  1943 
was  502.  Of  these,  136  were  deaths  of  non-residents.  On  the  other 
hand,  122  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  Borough  were  registered 
elsewhere.  The  figures  thus  corrected,  the  nett  number  of  deaths 
belonging  to  the  Borough  was  488,  giving  a  crude  Death-rate  of  1 3*5 
per  1,000. 

For  the  adjustment  of  the  Death-rate  according  to  the  age  and 
sex  constitution  of  the  population,  the  Registrar- General  has 
provided  the  “  Areal  Comparability  Factor  ”  based  on  the  census 
of  1931,  and  which  he  estimates  at  '86.  The  corrected  death-rate 
is  therefore  H'6. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  LEAMINGTON  SPA  IN  1943. 


(From  General  Register  Office,  Somerset  House). 

Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females 

All  Causes 

220 

268 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

. .  — 

2 

Cerebro- Spinal  Fever  ... 

1 

. .  — 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

. .  — 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

,,  — 

5 

Diphtheria 

— 

. .  — - 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

12 

5 

7 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

— 

. .  — 

8 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

9 

Influenza 

4 

6 

10 

Measles  ... 

— 

. .  — 

11 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 
Encephalitis 

_ 

1 

12 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

13 

Cancer  of  b.  cav.  &  Oesoph.  (M) 
Uterus  (F) 

6 

7 

14 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

5 

8 

15 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

6 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  Sites 

25 

18 

17 

Diabetes... 

3 

1 

18 

Intra-cran.  Vase,  lesions 

24 

37 

19 

Heart  Disease  ... 

50 

100 

20 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 

* 

System 

5 

11 

21 

Bronchitis 

12 

8 

22 

Pneumonia 

17 

13 

23 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

2 

24 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

4 

1 

25 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

— 

1 

26 

Appendicitis 

I 

1 

27 

Other  Digestive  Disturbances 

7 

7 

28 

Nephritis 

9 

6 

29 

Puerperal  and  post-abort :  Sepsis 

— 

.i  1 

.12 


•Causes  of  Death.  Males.  Females. 


30 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

1 

31 

Premature  Birth 

1 

1 

32 

Con  :  Mai :  birth  inj  :  infant :  dis  : 

6 

2 

33 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

2 

34 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

1 

35 

Other  Violent  Causes  ... 

3 

4 

36 

All  other  Causes 

17 

16 

The  average  age  at  death  was  64  as  compared  with  61  the 
previous  year. 

The  322  deaths  of  persons  over  65  years  are  analysed  as 
follows  : — 

Age  at  Death:  65-75.  75-85  85  and  over. 

129  ...  136  ...  57 


INQUESTS. 


38  Inquests  were  held:  21  on  males,  and  17  on  females, 
findings  of  the  Jury  were  as  follows  : — 


Accidental  Deaths 
Natural  Causes 

Suicide  while  of  Unsound  Mind 

Suffocation  by  Drowning 


21 

10 

6 

1 


The 


Distribution  of  Births  and  Deaths  in  the  four  Wards. 


Wards. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Natural  Increase 
or  Decrease  of 
Population. 

North-East 

•  •  • 

89 

76 

Increase  Decrease 

13  — 

South-East 

•  ♦  • 

173 

132 

41  — 

West 

•  •  • 

177 

160 

17  — 

Milverton  and  Lillington 

146 

120 

26  — 

Total 

»  *  « 

585 

488 

97  — 

Chart  showing  Birth-Rate  (Yellow  Line)  and  Death-Rate  (Red  Line)  per  1,000 

in  Leamington  since  1914. 
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STILL-BIRTHS. 

19  Still-Births  were  registered  during  the  year,  11  males  and 
8  females. 

The  deaths,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  were  due  as  follows : — 
Shock,  1  ;  Obstructed  Labour,  4  ;  Asphyxia,  2  ; 

Albuminuria,  3  ;  Extended  Breach,  2  ;  Unknown,  5  ; 
Illness  of  Mother,  2  ; 

The  percentage  of  Still-Births  to  Live-Births  was  3*2. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  34*2.  The  figure  for  the  148 
smaller  towns  (adjusted  populations,  25,000  to  50,000)  was  46, 
whilst  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  was  49. 


Chart  Showing  Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  in  Leamington  since  1914. 
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The  total  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  of  age  was  20.  Of 
this  number,  8  were  neonatal  deaths,  i.e.,  children  under  4  weeks  of 
age,  and  3  of  these  did  not  survive  beyond  24  hours. 

The  causes  of  death  in  these  eight  were  as  follows  : — (l) 
Prematurity,  2;  (2)  Congenital  Defects  and  Birth  Injury  2  ;  (3) 

Broncho-Pneumonia  2  ;  (4)  Asphyxia  Neonatorum  1  ;  (5) 

Septicaemia,  Pemphigus  1. 


CAUSES  OF  INFANT  MORTALITY,  1937  to  1943. 


1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

Total 

Deaths 

7  years 

Measles 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

Marasmus... 

1 

1 

a  •  • 

1 

'  ... 

3 

Premature  Birth  ... 

4 

2 

3 

10 

3 

11 

2 

35 

Bronchitis... 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

1 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

2 

7 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

3 

2 

5 

3 

7 

23 

Congenital  Defects  and 
Birth  Injury  ... 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 

1 

5 

25 

Diarrhoea,!  Diseases 

1 

2 

•  a  • 

1 

3 

1 

1 

9 

Non-Tuberculous  Men’gitis 

,  ,  , 

1 

1 

a  a  • 

a  a  a 

1 

a  a  a 

3 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

1 

•  a  a 

1 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

2 

Miliary  Tuberculosis 

a  a  a 

1 

a  a  a 

a  a  • 

a  a  a 

1 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum  ... 

•  •  • 

.  a  a 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Other  Causes 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

5 

a  a  a 

2 

7 

Accidental  Death 

2 

a  a  a 

2 

Total  Deaths  below  1  year 

12 

12 

13 

22 

24 

21 

20 

124 

Rate  per  1000  Births 

3P1 

32*9 

31*3 

51*2 

41*7 

39*2 

34*2 

37'4 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

A  list  of  the  Staff  with  their  qualifications  will  be  found  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Report. 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Bradley  was  appointed  as  an  additional  Health 
Visitor  and  School  Nurse  on  January  1st. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES . 

These  are  provided  by  Birmingham  University. 

AMBULANCE  FACILI1 IES. 

No  change  from  the  previous  year. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE . 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

The  Midwives  are  under  the  control  of  the  Warwickshire  County 
Council.  During  1943,  8  Midwives  notified  their  intention'  to 
practise  in  the  Borough.  All  were  attached  to  institutions 

Warneford  Hospital  ...  6 

Nursing  Homes  ...  ...  2 

Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children. 

The  arrangements  with  the  Warneford  Hospital  for  the  admission 
of  maternity  cases  remains  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  In  1943, 
22  women  were  so  admitted  under  the  Council’s  scheme,  3  of  whom 
were  evacuees: — Coventry,  2;  London,  1.  In  addition  13  women 
were  admitted  to  the  Butts  Maternity  Home  at  Warwick. 

Two  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  in  consequence  of  child¬ 
birth. 
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Ante-natal  Clinic. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  made  by  370  women  at  the 
Ante-natal  Clinic  at  the  Warneford  Hospital  during  the  year  was 
1,543,  an  average  of  4  attendances  per  patient.  The  figures  for  the 
previous  year  were  332  and  1,343  respectively. 

Clothing  Coupons. 

The  issue  of  extra  Coupons  for  expectant  mothers  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Food  Office  as  from  25th  July. 

HEALTH  VISITORS. 

5,877  visits  were  paid  to  infants  and  5,893  to  children  between 
the  age  of  1  and  5  years,  and  also  381  other  visits. 

The  card  records  of  conditions  found  show  the  following : — 
Breast  fed,  295;  partly  breast  fed,  104;  bottle  fed,  128. 

37  births  notified  within  the  Borough  were  not  visited,  and  42 
of  the  mothers  left  the  town. 

304  visits  were  paid  to  expectant  mothers  as  compared  with 
287  the  previous  year. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2831  of  2nd  July ,  1943. 

This  circular,  the  contents  of  which  were  reported  to  the 
Health  Committee  makes  recommendations  and  suggestions  towards 
assisting  mothers  and  young  children  in  the  promotion  of  cleanliness 
and  good  habits.  The  Minister  requests  that  a  special  reference 
be  made  in  the  Annual  Report  to  the  steps  taken  in  pursuance  of  this 
circular. 

The  recognition  therein  that  ‘  the  primary  responsibility  for  the 
cleanliness  of  the  children  rests  with  the  mothers  and  that  the 
problem  is  in  fact  a  home  and  family  one  ’  is  welcome,  because  your 
M.O.H.  in  August,  1942,  wrote  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education  criticising  one  of  their  posters  entitled  ‘  Beware  Lice,’ 
which  in  his  view  was  very  liable  to  give  parents  the  impression 
that  the  primary  responsibility  for  cleansing  verminous  heads, 
devolved  upon  local  authorities’  staffs.  It  is  also  satisfactory  to  note 
that  the  Minister  appreciates  the  difficulties  encountered  by  Health 
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Visitors  in  the  routine  examination  of  children’s  heads  and  the 
necessity  for  their  ensuring  the  right  method  of  approach.  The 
authority’s  staff  is  fully  aware  of  this  and  without  the  exercise  of 
much  tact  friction  would  undoubtedly  occur.  It  can  be  asserted  at 
the  outset  that  this  circular  did  not  result  in  any  new  steps  being 
taken  for  the  reason  that  no  radical  alteration  in  the  usual  procedure 
was  needed  in  order  to  fall  into  line  with  the  recommendations 
made.  It  did  however  have  the  effect  of  focussing  attention  upon 
an  ever  present  evil  which  however  there  is  good  reason  for  believing 
is  of  much  less  extent  locally  than  in  industrial  areas. 

The  advice  that  a  larger  share  of  the  Health  Visitor’s  time  and 
care  should  be  given  to  older  children  under  schi^ol  age  than  has 
hitherto  been  the  case  was  noted  and  acted  upon.  The  suggestion 
as  to  the  provision  of  combs  for  sale  or  loan  was  put  into  practice 
before  receipt  of  the  circular  and  Lethane  Hair  Oil  was  also  avail¬ 
able  at  the  centre.  As  regards  the  educational  side,  talks  to  the 
mothers  in  their  homes  have  been  preferred  to  collective  ones  where 
concentration  is  negligible.  The  suggestion  put  forward  as  to 
occasional  visits  early  or  late  or  about  tea  time  is  a  good  one, 
because  so  many  useless  visits  take  place  when  the  mother  is  out 
shopping  and  this  raises  the  question  (admittedly  having  its  draw¬ 
backs  from  an  administrative  standpoint),  as  to  the  advisability  of 
considering  an  alteration  in  the  health  visitor’s  working  hours,  per' 
haps  by  reserving  one  day  weekly  for  later  visits.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  for  some  time  past  the  health  visitors  frequently  have  an  early 
lunch  in  order  to  continue  their  visits  during  the  dinner  hour  and 
thus  be  sure  of  finding  the  family  at  home.  The  sound  film  on  the 
louse  (presumably  not  a  talking  louse)  mentioned  in  the  circular  has 
not  yet  honoured  the  locality  with  a  visit  and  one  likes  to  think 
there  are  no  doubt  other  more  vulnerable  areas  which  would  accord¬ 
ingly  take  precedence  in  this  respect.  Finally  the  reiterated  advice 
to  concentrate  upon  the  least  satisfactory  homes  is  one  of  the  more 
obvious  but  less  congenial  parts  of  every  conscientious  health 
visitor’s  work  and  has  of  course  been  the  practice  with  the  present 
staff. 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

Hamilton  House.  Weekly  sessions  were  held  on  Friday  after¬ 
noons  as  previously.  In  addition  mothers  attended  daily  between 
9  and  10-30  a.m.  for  test  feeds,  minor  ailments  and  advice  by  the 
health  visitors.  The  morning  attendances  numbered  909  for 
babies  and  1085  for  toddlers,  the  total  being  1,994. 

The  total  number  of  infants  and  toddlers  seen  during  the  twelve 
months  was  781.  Weighings  numbered  6,809  giving  an  average 
of  141  children  weighed  weekly. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  by  all  children  under  5  years 
of  age  was  6,865,  giving  an  average  weekly  attendance  of  137. 

1,994  treatments  were  given  for  minor  ailments,  etc. 

Of  the  585  births  notified  during  1943,  527  of  these  infants 
attended  the  Welfare  Centre,  representing  90%  of  all  the  births  in 
the  town  as  compared  with  68.8%  the  previous  year. 

Dried  Milk  Distribution.  1,006  lbs.  sold  at  cost  price,  64  lbs. 
supplied  free. 

Lillington.  From  the  commencement  of  the  year  the  sessions 
were  increased  from  fortnightly  to  weekly  ones  with  a  corresponding 
rise  in  the  attendances.  These  numbered  1975,  as  compared  with 
1261  for  1942,  the  average  per  session  being  41,  a  decrease  of  7  on 
the  previous  year. 


BABY  SHOW. 

As  one  of  the  events  in  Leamington’s  Stay  at  Home  Holidays  ’ 
a  very  successful  Baby  Show  was  staged  at  Clapham  Terrace 
School  on  July  30th  under  the  auspices  of  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Sub-Committee,  Councillors  Mrs.  Bragg  and  Mr.  Reuben 
Wright  being  the  instigators.  His  Worship  the  Mayor  (Councillor 
Salt)  and  the  Mayoress  attended,  the  latter  presenting  the  prizes. 

The  number  of  entries  was  213  and  15  prizes  (Savings  Certifi¬ 
cates^  and  45  certificates  of  merit  were  awarded. 
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The  judging  was  undertaken  by  the  following  :  — 

Mrs.  Sidney  Flavel  (Dr.  Littlejohn) 

Class  1.  Babies,  1  to  6  months. 

Dr.  Phyllis  M.  Whitfield  Class  2.  Babies,  6  to  12  months. 

Dr.  H.  E.  Rhodes  Class  3.  Children,  1  to  2  years. 

Thanks  are  recorded  to  all  the  voluntary  helpers  and  especially 
those  from  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  for  their  assistance  on  this 
occasion. 

The  organisation — far  from  inconsiderable — devolved  upon  the 
Health  Department  (chiefly  Miss  Webb). 

The  M.O.H.  as  a  matter  of  principle  took  no  part  in  the  actual 
proceedings  on  the  day  concerned,  not  in  fact  being  in  sympathy 
with  baby  shows  in  general  and  more  particularly  as  a  form  of 
holiday  entertainment. 

There  is  no  doubt  however  regarding  the  popular  appeal  of  the 
above  event  as  witness  the  large  number  of  entries. 

CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

The  number  of  Infant  Protection  Visitors  is  3,  all  being 
Health  Visitors  of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Register  who  were  nursing 
children  for  reward  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  13. 

During  1943,  10  persons  notified  that  they  had  undertaken 
the  charge  of  children.  4  children  were  transferred  to  their  own 
parents.  One  was  legally  adopted ;  one  became  9  years  of  age  ; 
one  changed  Foster  Mothers  ;  two  were  admitted  to  St.  Christopher’s 
Home  ;  and  one  to  a  Convent. 

73  visits  were  paid  to  Foster  children  during  the  year  by  the 
Health  Visitors. 

Reports  were  furnished  as  hitherto  in  connection  with  adoption 
requests.  On  1st  June,  the  Adoption  of  Children  (Regulation)  Act, 
1939,  came  into  operation.  By  the  M.O.H.  acting  as  Honorary 
Medical  Officer  to  the  local  branch  of  the  N.S.P.P.C.  close  liaison 
is  assured  with  the  Society’s  Inspector,  W.  J.  Starr,  whose  help  and 
co-operation  is  much  appreciated. 
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ULTRA  VIOLET  LIGHT  CLINIC. 

This  was  held  as  previously  on  two  mornings  weekly  at  Hamil¬ 
ton  House. 

In  addition  to  attendances  by  school  children,  particulars  of 
which  are  given  in  the  Annual  School  Report,  638  attendances  were 
made  by  43  children  under  school  age,  being  an  average  of  nearly 
15  attendances  per  child.  Of  these,  6  continued  treatment  from  the 
previous  year,  25  were  referred  and  completed  treatment  or  ceased 
to  attend  during  1943,  and  12  referred  during  the  year  continued  to 
receive  treatment  during  1944. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT. 

During  the  year  under  the  arrangement  with  the  Warneford 
Hospital  151  cases  received  treatment,  56  of  which  were  children 
under  school  age.  In  addition,  early  cases  of  rickets  are  treated  at 
the  Council’s  Ultra-Violet  Light  Clinic,  and  cod  liver  oil,  splints, 
and  surgical  boots  and  irons  provided  for  necessitous  cases  free  of 
cost. 

Some  concern  was  felt  at  the  very  unusual  discovery  of  early 
rickety  deformities  in  a  few  toddlers  whose  mothers  stated  they  had 
been  receiving  Cod  Liver  Oil  regularly. 

Doubt  was  divided  between  the  veracity  of  the  mother,  the 
dosage  given,  and  the  strength  of  the  particular  brand  of  oil  used,  as 
the  above  finding  was  contrary  to  previous  experience  over  a  period 
of  years. 

MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES. 

On  31st  December,  1943,  there  were  8  Nursing  Homes  on  the 
register  including  the  Warneford  Hospital. 

Number  of  patients  provided  for : — 

Number  of  Maternity 
Homes  beds  Others  Total 

Homes  first  registered  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  3  6  9 

Homes  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  8  17  53  70 
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Certificates  of  exemption  from  registration  were  granted  to  the 
Home  for  Incurables,  and  to  the  Sunshine  Home  for  Blind  Babies. 

SCHOOLS . 

There  is  nothing  of  special  note  to  report  with  reference  to 
these  during  1943. 


W  A  R-TIME  NURSERIES . 


Number  of  attendances  of  under  two’s 

Nursery 
No,  1 

820 

Nursery 
No.  2 

4299 

Number  of  attendances  of  tweenies  ... 

8834 

6969 

Maximum  attendance  ... 

43 

62 

Minimum  attendance  (excluding  Saturday)  ... 

28 

20 

Average  (Monday  to  Friday)  under  two 

5 

19 

Average  (Monday  to  Friday)  two  to  five 

34 

34 

Number  of  illegitimate  children  attending 

during  year 

5 

14 

Number  of  days  open  during  the  year 

303 

302 

Number  on  Register— Maximum 

62 

69 

Number  on  Register — Minimum 

54 

31 

Nursery  No.  1. 

Infectious  Diseases — 30  cases  of  measles 

between 

February 

and  April. 

Scarlet  Fever  3,  Whooping  Cough  8,  German  Measles  2. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation — Carried  out  as  soon  as  possible  after 
admission,  over  the  age  of  12  months. 

Occupation  of  Mothers  (Dec) — factory  20,  shop  9,  office  9, 
canteen  7,  domestic  6.  Full-time  42,  Part-time  9. 

Meals — all  cooked  on  premises.  Tea  frequently  out  of  doors 
in  the  Summer. 

Nursery  No.  2. 

Infectious  Diseases — several  cases  of  measles  in  March  and 
one  or  two  isolated  cases  of  Whooping  Cough. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria — This  was  performed  as  early 
as  possible  after  admission,  over  the  age  of  12  months. 

Occupation  of  Mothers  (Dec) — All  the  mothers  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  6  were  on  essential  work  viz.,  factory,  food  shop,  hostel,  etc. 
All  were  working. 

Meals — Infants  in  the  Nursery  ;  2  to  3  years  in  the  playroom  ; 
3  to  5  years  in  the  pavilion.  All  cooked  on  premises. 
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LEAMINGTON  SICK  BAY . 

This  is  under  the  County,  and  during  the  year  proved  helpful 
to  the  Borough  in  admitting  upon  request  and  on  payment  8  children 
of  school  age  and  13  under  five. 


The  reasons  given  for  admission  of  the  children  of  pre-school 
age  were  as  follows  : — 


Toddlers. 


Mother  going  into  hospital 
Debility  and  mother  ill 
Impetigo 

Convalescence  following  illness 

Babies. 

Pending  adoption 

Pending  admission  to  residential  nursery  ... 
Marasmus  (llleg.)  pending  admission  to 
Warwick  Hospital 


2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 


BRITISH  RESTAURANT. 

Approximately  4,300  meals  were  served  weekly.  In  May, 
Sunday  opening  commenced,  lunches  being  provided  mainly  for 
transferred  war  workers  who  were  unable  to  obtain  a  hot  meal  in 
their  billets.  An  average  of  180  persons  availed  themselves  of  this 
service. 

In  March  the  Central  Kitchen  was  opened  in  Brunswick  Street 
which  prepared  600  meals  for  despatch  to  the  schools  daily  as  well 
as  approximately  1,000  meals  weekly  on  the  *  Cash  and  Carry  ’  basis. 

During  November  an  additional  branch  was  opened  in  Warwick 
Street  which  provided  ‘  Cash  and  Carry  ’  including  also  dining  room 
service. 

This  establishment  handled  1,100  meals  weekly. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


•  WATER. 

The  sources  of  the  Town’s  water  were  as  described  for  previous 
years,  supplemented  to  a  small  extent  by  supplies  from  outside  the 
Borough. 

The  rainfall  during  the  year  was  again  below  normal  and  under¬ 
ground  reserves  of  water  consequently  became  further  depleted.  A 
serious  shortage  of  drinking  water  was  avoided  only  by  the  increased 
use  of  the  River  Water  Filtration  Plant  which  first  came  into 
operation  in  June,  1942. 

78%  of  the  potable  water  was  derived  from  the  Council’s  three 
wells,  13*6%  from  the  River  Learn  and  8'4%  from  the  boreholes  of 
the  Warwick  Rural  District  Council. 

Regular  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  of  the  filtered 
river  water  were  made  at  very  frequent  intervals,  and  the  results 
almost  without  exception  were  very  satisfactory.  The  extraction  of 
water  from  the  River  for  drinking  purposes  is  temporarily  suspended 
should  it  appear  that  the  quality  of  the  raw  water  is  in  any  way 
unsatisfactory. 

Close  co-operation  was  maintained  throughout  the  year  between 
the  Waterworks  Engineer  and  the  M.O.H.  in  relation  to  all  matters 
directly  or  indirectly  liable  to  affect  the  purity  of  the  water. 

For  1943  the  daily  consumption  was  27’8  gallons  per  head  as 
against  26'3  in  1942. 

In  addition,  river  water  to  the  amount  of  1’9  gallons  per  head 
was  supplied  to  residents,  or  including  that  to  Railway  Companies, 
51  gallons  per  head. 
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The  Manager  of  the  Pump  Rooms  reports  that  the  small 
swimming  bath  was  again  kept  open  during  the  Winter  months. 
The  total  number  of  those  using  both  baths  during  the  twelve 
months  ended  31st  December,  1943,  was  68,179.  The  average 
attendance  per  week  during  the  Summer  season  (May  to  September) 
was  2,465,  and  during  the  Winter  season,  464. 

There  are  no  privately-owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the 
area  open  to  the  public.  Frequent  bacteriological  and  chemical 
examinations  of  the  swimming  baths  water  were  made  during  the 
year  and  proved  satisfactory  with  one  exception,  following  which 
immediate  appropriate  measures  were  taken  with  satisfactory  results. 

RIVERS. 

Three  sources  of  pollution  were  investigated,  two  outside  the 
Borough  and  one  within  and  as  a  result  conditions  were  materially 
improved  as  regards  two  of  them. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. 

A  full  report  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme,  which  is  by 
means  of  Settlement  Tanks  and  Filters  on  land  at  Heathcote, 
was  contained  in  the  report  for  1929.  During  the  year,  the  general 
character  of  the  sewage  effluent  was  satisfactory,  and  no  complaints 
were  received. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  cottages  in  the  Lillington  district, 
the  houses  throughout  the  town  are  supplied  with  water  closets. 

SCAVENGERING. 

Approximately  6,957  tons  of  refuse  were  collected  and  received 
at  the  Destructor,  as  compared  with  6,875  the  previous  year. 
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SANITARY  WORK  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 

31st  DECEMBER,  1943. 


Number  of  complaints  received,  430. 

Number  of  Notices  served: — Formal,  5  ;  Informal,  134. 
Number  of  Notices  complied  with,  117 ;  Outstanding,  23. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  EXECUTED. 


Total  number  of  visits  made  to  premises  ...  ...  ...  1827 

Visits  in  Relation  to  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases...  ...  87 

Visits  in  Relation  to  Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  ...  35 

Rooms  fumigated  . ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

Steam  disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  279 

Books  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  104 

„  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

,,  Food  Shops  and  Premises  ...  ...  ...  1071 

„  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  185 

„  Offensive  Trades  Premises  ...  ...  ...  12 

„  Laundries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

„  Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  28 

„  Canal  Boats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  124 

Number  of  Chemical  Tests  applied  to  Drains  ...  ...  18 


Dwelling-Houses. 


Total  number  repaired  or  otherwise  made  fit  ...  ...  133 

Roofs  repaired  (house,  scullery,  W.C.  etc.)  ...  ...  43 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  made  good  or  renewed  (rooms)  68 
Rooms  re-decorated  or  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  56 

Windows  repaired  and/or  made  to  open  ...  ...  5 

Sashcords  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Doors  repaired  or  rehung  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Firegrates  repaired  or  reset  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chimney  Stacks  repointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Wash-houses  and  Sculleries. 

Coppers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Rainwater  Cisterns  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Old  Stone  Sinks  or  old  Brick  Sinks  removed  ...  Nil 

Sink  Waste-Pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  7 

Paving  of  yards  and  passages  repaired  or  renewed  ...  6 

Drains  and  Water  Closets,  Etc. 

Obstructed  Drains  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Broken  or  foul  W.C.  Pans  renewed  ...  ...  ...  8 

W.C.’s  repaired  or  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

W.C.  Pans  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.C.’s  provided  with  new  flushing  apparatus  ...  ...  Nil 

Flushing  Apparatus  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  8 

Additional  Gullies  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Intercepting  Traps  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Inspection  Chambers  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rain-water  spouting  and  guttering  repaired  or  renewed  8 

„  down-pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  2 

Insufficient  water  supplies  remedied .  ...  ...  2 

Ashpit  Accommodation. 

Number  of  new  Ashbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  13 

Other  Nuisances. 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Animals  so  kept  as  to  be  a  nuisance  dealt  with  ...  3 

Offensive  ditches  cleaned  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


CANAL  BOATS  ACTS. 


No.  of  Boats  on  Register  on  December  31st,  1943...  Nil 

No.  of  Boats  inspected  during  1943  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  Boats  conforming  to  Acts  and  Regulations ...  7 

No.  of  Boats  infringing  Acts  and  Regulations  ...  Nil 
No.  of  persons  for  whom  Cabins  were  Registered  ...  25 

No.  of  persons  occupying  Cabins  ...  ...  ...  12 

Details  of  occupation — Male  adults  ...  ...  ...  7 

„  „  Female  adults  ...  ...  3 

„  „  Children  of  school  age  ...  1 

„  „  „  under  school  age .. .  1 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES  PREMISES. 

There  are  only  two  places  within  the  Borough  where  tripe 
dressing  is  carried  on  and  frequent  visits  to  these  places  showed 
them  to  be  kept  in  a  cleanly  condition. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

(1)  The  number  of  sites  in  the  area  which  were  used  for 

Camping  purposes  during  1943 

(2)  The  number  of  Camping  sites  in  respect  of  which 

licences  have  been  issued  by  the  local  Authority 
under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

(3)  The  estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident 

in  the  area  at  one  time  during  the  Summer  season, 

1943 

•A.  «/  I  v/  •••  *  ♦  •  •••  •••  •  *  •  •  •  »  •  «  • 

One  application  for  a  licence  to  use  land  as  a  site  for  moveable 
dwellings  was  granted  and  one  was  refused. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  1943. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  in  connection  with  the 
provision  of  either  sanitary,  washing  or  heating  arrangements. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

No  visits  were  paid  to  the  18  licensed  Slaughter  Houses  within 
the  Borough,  as  slaughtering  was  carried  out  at  the  abattoir  in  a 
neighbouring  city,  the  meat  being  distributed  from  a  meat"  pool  ” 
set  up  in  Kenilworth  Street.  Local  meat  shops  however,  continued 
to  be  subjected  to  routine  inspection. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  two  common  lodging  houses  within  the  Borough  were  in¬ 
spected  on  28  occasions  and  they  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a  reason - 
bly  satisfactory  manner.  No  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 
reported  from  them. 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 
INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

In  May  of  this  year  the  Minister  of  Food,  in  exercise  of  the 
powers  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Defence  (General)  Regulations, 
1939,  made  an  Infestation  Order  which  came  into  force  on  May  16th. 

Under  this  Order  the  Local  Authority  was  required  to  make 
a  comprehensive  survey  and  report  to  the  Minister  on  Rat  and  Mice 
infestation  within  the  Borough.  On  November  9th,  the  Minister 
issued  a  Direction  to  the  Local  Authority  to  proceed  with  this  work 
which  was  completed  by  your  Inspectors  and  forwarded  to  the 
Minister  in  November. 

A  Warwickshire  Advisory  Committee  for  Rodent  Control  was 
later  set  up  and  this  Local  Authority  has  representation.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  will  in  due  course  advise  all  constituent  Local  Authorities 
as  to  the  best  practical  methods  of  carrying  out  an  intensive  cam¬ 
paign  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  and  for  continuing 
vigourously  to  administer  the  Act  and  Infestation  Order. 

During  the  year  several  complaints  were  received,  investigated 
and  dealt  with. 


Inspection  of  Factories  and  other  Premises. 


Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  Purposes 

of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

24 

1 

Nil 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

78 

— 

— 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (including 
works  of  building  and  engineering  con¬ 
struction  but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises)  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Total  . 

104 

1 

Nil 

DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Reme¬ 

died. 

Referred 

to 

H.M. In¬ 
spector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  l)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4)  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— • 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6) 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

(insufficient 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  h 

unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.  7) 

(not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories 

Act,  1937.) 

Total  ... 

5 

5 

— 

■ — ■ 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1943. 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year: — 


1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

A  1 

r  J.L  to  y  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  xi  m 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  210 

2  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  1  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  Nil. 

3  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

4  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 


II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  132 

III.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year:— 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  1 6  of  the  Housing  Act , 

1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

( h )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  1 
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C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act , 

1936 . 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  1 2  of  the  Housing  Act ,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  N  il« 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


IV.— A. 


(1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 


No  accurate 
figures 
available. 


B. 


Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

C. 

(1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  Nil. 


D. 

(l)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  houses  built  in  the  town  during  1943  :  — 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  Nil. 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  ...  .2 

The  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Corporation  is  678. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


The  following  samples  were 

taken  and  submitted  to  the  Borough 

Analyst  for  analysis  : — 

Formal. 

Informal. 

Totals. 

Banana  Flavour 

— 

1 

1 

Butter 

— 

5 

5 

Baking  Powder 

— 

6 

6 

Camphorated  Oil 

— 

6 

6 

Custard  Powder 

— 

2 

2 

Cocoa 

— 

1 

1 

Coffee 

— 

3 

3 

Egg  Powder  ... 

— 

4 

4 

Eucalyptus  Ointment 

1 

2 

3 

Ground  Ginger 

— 

4 

4 

Gelatine 

1 

2 

3 

Iodine... 

— 

3 

3 

Liquorice  Powder 

— 

4 

4 

Lemon  Flavour 

— 

1 

1 

Lard  ... 

— 

4 

4 

Milk  ... 

38 

1 

39 

Mustard 

— 

4 

4 

Margarine 

— 

5 

5 

Orange  Flavour 

— 

1 

1 

Pepper 

— 

4 

4 

Pudding  &  Pancake  Mixture 

— 

1 

1 

Raspberry  Flavour  — 

— 

1 

1 

Sausage 

— 

4 

4 

Sausage  Meat 

— 

1 

1 

Sulphur  Tablets 

— 

1 

1 

Vinegar 

— 

9 

9 

Zinc  Ointment 

— 

4 

4 

40 

84 

124 

All  samples  of  Milk  were  found  to  be  genuine. 

One  informal  sample  of  Eucalyptus  Ointment  contained  only 
2‘93%  Eucalyptus  Oil  instead  of  at  least  10%  as  required  by  the 
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British  Pharmacopeia.  This  was  followed  up  with  a  formal  sample. 
In  this  case  the  sample  contained  only  3*1%  of  the  Oil,  a  deficiency 
of  at  least  60%.  The  vendor  was  cautioned. 

An  informal  sample  of  Tincture  of  Iodine  contained  only  2*41% 
of  Iodine.  The  British  Pharmacopeia  requires  this  article  to  con¬ 
tain  2’45% — 2*55%  of  Iodine.  The  vendor  in  this  case  was 
cautioned. 

One  informal  sample  of  Gelatine  contained  12*5  parts  per 
million  of  Arsenic.  The  maximum  limit  for  Arsenic  in  foodstuffs 
is  T4  parts  per  million.  This  sample  was  followed  up  with  a  formal 
one  which  contained  12  parts  per  million.  The  Retailer  and  the 
Wholesale  Trader  were  both  cautioned.  A  further  sample  from  the 
same  source  was  found  to  be  genuine. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926, 

and 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER, 

1936. 

Licences  issued  during  the  year  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Order,  1936: — 

Licences  to  Pasteurise  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  1 

Dealers’  Licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  1 

,,  „  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  Milk  2 

,,  „  to  sell  Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  2 

10  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  and  2  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
were  taken  under  the  Order ;  5  of  the  former  and  1  of  -the  latter 
designation  did  not  comply  with  the  requirements  for  such  Milk. 

Samples  of  raw  Milk  were  also  taken  at  fortnightly  intervals 
from  producer  retailers  on  behalf  of  the  Area  Dairy  Advisory 
Bacteriologist  in  connection  with  the  National  Milk  Testing  and 
Advisory  Scheme. 
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INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  &  OTHER  FOODS. 


Particulars  of  Meat  and  other  Foods  condemned  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption  during  the  year.  Unless  otherwise  stated 
the  reason  for  condemnation  was  decomposition. 


Description 

tins 

lbs. 

Description 

tins 

lbs 

Apples 

21 

56 

Meat  Pie 

1 

Apricots 

1 

Milk 

404 

Apricot  Pulp 

44 

Mixed  Vegetables  11 

Bacon 

333 

Oats 

3 

Beans 

159 

Oranges 

60 

Beef 

4 

21 

Peaches 

14 

Beetroot 

5 

Pears 

4 

Blackberries... 

1 

Peas 

94 

Brawn 

42 

Picnic  Roll 

1 

“  Brunch”  ... 

3 

Pig’s  Carcase 

Butter 

3} 

and  Offal 

1 

Carrots 

46 

(Tuberculosis) 

Cheese 

89i 

Pig’s  Heads  and 

Cherries 

3 

Offal 

2 

Chicken 

1 

(Tuberculosis) 

Chopped  Ham 

9 

Pig’s  Plucks 

44 

Cod 

9131 

Pilchards  ... 

94 

Coley 

208 

Pineapple  ... 

31 

Cream 

1 

Plums 

192 

Currants 

6 

Pork 

49 

Damsons 

65 

Pork  Pies  ... 

66 

Eggs,  621 

Pork  Luncheon 

Fish  Cakes,  163 

1 

Meat 

25 

Fish  (mixed) 

140 

“Prem”  .... 

1 

Fish  Roll  ... 

1 

Prunes 

2 

25 

Flour 

\11\ 

Raspberries 

2 

Gooseberries 

1 

Ready  Meals 

7 

Grapefruit  ... 

16 

Rhubarb 

4 

Haddock 

70 

Rock  Salmon 

140 

Halibut 

70 

Roker 

240 

Ham 

19i 

Salmon 

49 

18} 

Haricot  Beans 

2056 

Sardines 

18 

Herrings 

15 

196 

Sausage  Meat 

28 

J  am  ... 

7 

Sausages 

122 

Kippers 

126 

Skate 

28 

Lard 

ioi 

Soups 

72 

Loganberries 

2 

“  Spam  ” 

5 

Luncheon  Meat 

19 

Steak  Pies  ... 

6 

Luncheon  Pork 

7 

Steak  (Stewed) 

26 

Madiera  Cake 

27 

Strawberries 

2 

Mackerel 

2 

Sugar  (Fouled) 

111 

Marmalade 

3 

Tea  (Damp) 

11} 

Margarine  ... 

1 

2 

Tomatoes 

48 

25 

Meat 

65 

Tongue 

3 

Meat  Paste... 

2 

Turnips 

1 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT,  1943. 


The  taking  and  recording  of  Meteorological  conditions  in  the 
Borough  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year.  The  following 
instruments  are  in  use  : — 


At  the  Pump  Rooms. 

(1)  A  Standard  Fortin  Barometer. 

(2)  A  Campbell- Stokes  Sunshine  Recorder. 

(3)  A  Wind  Vane  and  Anemometer. 


In  The  Pump  Room  Gardens. 

(4)  A  Stevenson’s  Screen,  containing  a  Hygrometer  and  a 
Maximum  and  a  Minimum  Thermometer. 


(5)  One  Terrestrial  Radiation  Thermometer. 

(6)  One  8in.  Rain  Gauge  (Meteorological  Office  Pattern)  with 

Measuring  Glass. 

(7)  One  Earth  Thermometer  at  a  depth  of  1  foot. 

(8)  One  Earth  Thermometer  at  a  depth  of  4  feet. 


The  Station  is  recognised  by  the  Meteorological  Office,  and 
a  monthly  report  was  sent  throughout  the  year. 


The  observations  were  made  under  the  supervision  of  the  two 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 


TABLE  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS,  LEAMINGTON  SPA,  1943. 

Latitude  52°  18'  N.  Longitude  1°  30'  W. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  AVERAGES  OF 
LEAMINGTON  SPA. 


For  the  63  Years,  1881  — 

-1943. 

For  the  32 
years,  1912 
to  1943 

Month. 

Means 
of  Barom. 

9  a.m. 

Air  Temperature. 

Rainfall. 

Sunshine 

Max. 

Min. 

Inches. 

Days. 

Hours 

J  anuary  . . . 

29'92 

45*0 

34*3 

2*22 

16 

41*4 

February... 

29'95 

45*0 

34*3 

1*62 

13 

59*0 

March 

29*94 

50*6 

36*2 

1  '67 

14 

99*5 

April 

29*92 

54*2 

38*9 

1*95 

14 

131*0 

May 

29*94 

62*6 

44*7 

1*98 

13 

177*2 

June 

30*03 

677 

49*7 

1*56 

11 

190*6 

July 

29*93 

70*2 

53*4 

2*46 

14 

169*3 

August 

29*86 

69*6 

52*8 

2*27 

14 

162*2 

September 

29*99 

64*6 

48*5 

2*04 

12 

123*6 

October  ... 

29*95 

57*2 

42*4 

2*29 

15 

91*3 

November 

29*89 

48*8 

37*0 

2*32 

14 

52*6 

December 

29*91 

45*7 

36*1 

2*28 

16 

34*4 

Means  and 
Totals 

29*93 

56*8 

42*4 

24*69 

166 

1332*1 
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LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  following  Examinations  were  made  at  Birmingham 
University  during  1943  : — 


Swabs  (from  throat  or  nose),  ex¬ 
amined  for  Diphtheria  ... 

Positive 

13 

Negative 

-  41 

Total 

54 

Hairs,  examined  for  Ringworm 

1 

1 

2 

Sputa,  examined  for  Tubercle 

3 

29 

32 

Faeces  ,,  ,,  pathogenic 

organisms 

— 

1 

1 

Food  ,,  ,,  ,, 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

17 

73 

90 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease. 

Number  of 
Cases  Notified 

Number  of 
these  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever 

50 

42 

Diphtheria  ... 

29 

28 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

32 

10 

Erysipelas  ... 

4 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

Measles 

305 

5 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

37 

1 

Acute  Polio- Encephalitis  ... 

1 

— 

AGE  INCIDENCE.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


41 
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During  1943,  the  M.O.H.  visited  30  cases  of  infectious  disease 
nearly  all  at  the  request  of  practitioners  who  called  him  in  con¬ 
sultation  in  connection  with  the  diagnosis. 

Diphtheria. — The  notifications  n'umbered  29,  all  of  which 
cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital,  where  in  some  instances  the 
diagnoses  were  not  confirmed. 

Anti -toxin  was  available  from  a  chemist  in  the  town  as  in 
previous  years,  but  owing  to  his  demise  in  August  it  became  neces¬ 
sary  to  make  other  arrangements. 

Thenceforth  it  could  be  obtained  from  the  Health  Department 
during  office  hours,  and  at  other  times  through  the  kindness  of  the 
Warneford  Hospital  a  stock  was  kept  available  there  to  be  drawn 
upon. 

All  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  area  were  notified  to  this 
effect. 

Immunisation — 303  children  of  school  age  received  two  sub¬ 
cutaneous  inoculations  of  A.P.T.  (Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid).  In 
addition  604  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  completed 
the  course  during  the  year. 

PNEUMONIA. — Notifications  of  this  disease  were  as  follows  : — 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia,  28  ;  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  4. 

Broncho- Pneumonia  is  not  notifiable,  unless  of  course  it  is 
tuberculous. 

MEASLES. — 'This  was  made  a  notifiable  disease  in  October, 
1939.  Unofficially  notified,  122;  Officially  notified,  305. 

Whooping  Cough. — 74  cases  were  notified  during  1943,  37 
of  these  officially. 

Dysentery — An  outbreak  of  the  Sonne  type  occurred  at  a 
private  school  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  20  cases  being 
reported  amongst  the  children  and  teachers.  An  investigation  by 
the  M.O.H.  upon  whose  advice  the  school  was  closed  for  a  short 
period,  revealed  the  probable  source  of  the  trouble.  Certain  other 
precautionary  measures  were  advised  and  carried  out,  and  conditions 
soon  returned  to  normal. 
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Influenza — In  November  and  December  this  disease  became 
prevalent  locally,  but  apparently  to  a  less  degree  than  in  many  other 
parts  of  the  country.  Some  idea  as  to  the  extent  and  progress  of 
the  outbreak  was  obtained  from  the  weekly  illness  figures  from 
factory  Medical  Officers  as  well  as  information  from  private 
practitioners. 

It  was  the  ordinary  type  of  illness  with  fever  of  short  duration 
without  complications,  otherwise  the  Influenzal  Pneumonia  notifi¬ 
cations  would  have  shown  an  increase  on  the  previous  year. 

The  suggestions  contained  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  circular 
2897  and  the  letter  from  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  proved  useful, 
but  the  spread  locally  did  not  warrant  putting  into  operation  more 
than  a  few  of  the  measures  advised.  It  was,  on  the  other  hand, 
reassuring  to  know  that  additional  sources  of  help  were  available  in 
case  of  need. 

CHICKEN  Pox. — The  number  of  cases  reported  was  3,  as 
against  81  in  1942.  This  is  not  notifiable. 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum. — There  was  one  death  in  hospital 
from  Septicaemia  following  Pemphigus. 

Vaccination.— From  the  Return  of  the  Vaccination  Officer 
I  am  enabled  to  give  the  figures  for  vaccination  of  the  children  born 


from  1st  July,  1942,  to  30th  June,  1943,  viz. : — 

1.  No.  of  births  registered  for  the  12  months  end¬ 

ing  June  30th,  1943  ...  ...  ...  1088 

2.  No.  of  these  births  duly  entered  as  being 

successfully  vaccinated  ...  ...  ...  271 

3.  No.  of  these  births  duly  entered  as  being 

exempted  from  vaccination  ...  ...  483 

4.  Dead,  unvaccinated  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

5.  Postponement  by  Medical  Certificate  ...  2 

6.  Removed  to  other  places  ...  ...  ...  314 

7.  Certificate  of  Insusceptibility ...  ...  ...  4 

8.  Number  of  these  births  not  accounted  for  in 

Vaccination  Register  ...  ...  ...  2 


It  will  thus  be  seen  that  of  762  living  children  (1076  less 
314  removed  to  other  places)  only  275  or  36%  are  known  to  have 
been  subjected  to  vaccination,  35 ’5%  being  successfully  vaccinated. 
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WARWICK  JOINT  HOSPITAL  BOARD. 

1943. 

HEATHCOTE  HOSPITAL  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


During  the  year,  209  cases  were  admitted,  which,  when  added 
to  the  5  remaining  in  Hospital  on  1st  January,  1943,  gave  a  total 
of  214  cases  under  treatment  during  the  twelve  months.  This  is  59 
more  than  in  1942.  Two  deaths  occurred  during  the  twelve 
months  in  babies  within  24  hours  of  admission. 

The  yearly  average  admissions  for  the  last  decennium  was  241, 
and  for  the  previous  one,  136.  The  number  remaining  in  Hospital 
on  1st  January,  1944,  was  14. 

The  1943  cases  comprised: — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Other  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 


209 


Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  87  cases  admitted  during  the 
year,  44  males  and  43  females.  Only  one  had  suffered  from  a 
previous  attack,  namely  a  girl  aged  10  who  had  contracted  it  six 
years  before.  An  enquiry  as  to  the  symptoms  before  admission 
revealed  that  30  or  34%  experienced  vomiting  at  the  onset. 

The  disease  was  generally  a  mild  type,  only  six  patients  main¬ 
taining  pyrexia  for  a  week  or  more  and  serious  complications  were 
rare.  There  was  one  instance  of  double  otorrhoea,  four  of  left  ear 
discharge  and  one  of  the  right  side.  Regarding  the  incidence  of 
Albuminuria,  six  showed  a  cloud  and  eighteen  only  a  trace  of 
albumin  in  the  urine  during  the  course  of  the  disease.  Cardiac 
murmurs  including  those  of  temporary  duration  and  of  the  slightest 
degree  were  noted  in  as  many  as  37  cases.  Scarlatina  anti-toxin 
was  administered  intramuscularly  to  twenty  patients  in  doses  ranging 
from  5  to  20  c.cm.,  one  serum  rash  resulting  therefrom. 

Desquamation  was  observed  in  varying  degree  no  less  than  41 
times  or  in  47%  of  those  under  treatment.  No  secondary  rashes 
occurred  nor  were  there  any  return  cases  following  discharge. 
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The  following  complications 

or  concomitant  conditions  were 

noted  : — 

Functional  Cardiac  Murmurs  ...  14 

Cervical  Adenitis 

.  6 

Otorrhoea 

.  6 

Albuminuria  (cloud) 

.  6 

Rhinitis  ... 

.  5 

Conjunctivitis  ... 

.  3 

Eczema  ... 

.  2 

Rheumatism 

.  2 

Enuresis 

.  2 

Influenza 

.  1 

Dermatitis 

.  1 

Glossitis 

.  1 

Dyspepsia 

.  1 

Serum  Rash 

.  1 

Arrhythmia 

.  1 

Average  time  in  Hospital 

•••  •••  ••• 

25  days 

Longest  period  in  Hospital 

•  *  «  • •  •  ••• 

45  „ 

Shortest  period  in  Hospital 

•  • •  •  •  ♦  ••• 

11  „ 

Oldest  patient  aged 

•  ••  •  •  • 

60  years 

Youngest  patient  aged  ... 

•••  •••  «•» 

2  „ 

Age  periods : — 

1-5  5-10  10-15  15-20 

20-30  30-40  Over  40  Total.' 

15  45  12  5 

4  3  2 

86 
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The  following  complications  or  concomitant  conditions  were 


noted  : — 

Cardiac  murmurs  ...  ...  10 

Arrhythmia  ...  ...  ...  9 

Quinsy  ...  .  5 

Albuminuria  (cloud)  ...  ...  3 

Cervical  Cellulitis  ...  ...  3 

Palatal  Paralysis  ...  ...  3 

Facial  Paralysis  (right)  ...  1 

Cardiac  Dilatation  ...  ...  1 

Squint  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Unequal  Pupils...  ...  ...  1 

Epistaxis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bilateral  Otorrhoea  ...  ...  1 

Rheumatism  ...  ...  ...  1 

Herpes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Osteomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Average  time  in  Hospital  28  days 

Longest  time  in  Hospital  70  days 

Oldest  patient  aged  43  years 
Youngest  patient  aged  16  months 


Age  periods : — 

1-5  5-10  10-15  15-20  20-25  25-30  Over  30  Total 


8  13  6  9  12  3  2  53 

Other  Diseases. — These  amounted  to  a  total  of  70  as  com¬ 
pared  with  35  the  previous  year,  as  follows: — 

Sore  Throat  (various)  ...  ...  ...  26 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Nil  .  5 

Rubella  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Toxic  Rash  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Vincent’s  Angina  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pyrexia  of  Uncertain  Origin  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Quinsy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Broncho -Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  2 

Acute  Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Teething  Rash  ...  ...  ...  ...  1‘ 

Measles,  Whooping  Cough  &  Br.  Pneumonia  1 
Constipation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Septic  Pharyngitis  and  Br.  Pneumonia  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


48 


Of  the  70  admissions  grouped  together  under  the  heading  of 
‘  Other  Diseases,’  no  less  than  26  were  cases  of  sore  throat,  nearly 
all  of  which  were  sent  in  as  Diphtheria.  They  were  subsequently 
diagnosed  in  the  following  categories  of  tonsillitis: — membranous,  7> 
ulcerative  7,  follicular  4,  suppurative  3,  catarrhal,  etc.  5. 

Two  of  the  measles  cases  had  broncho-pneumonia  as  a  compli¬ 
cation  and  the  two  whooping  cough  had  also  broncho-pneumonia 
and  epilepsy  respectively.  Two  deaths  occurred,  one  a  baby  aged 
two  suffering  from  pneumonia  who  was  admitted  moribund  and 
succumbed  after  five  hours  and  the  other  an  infant  of  8  weeks  who 
also  died  within  48  hours  of  admission  from  broncho-pneumonia  and 
whooping  cough. 

If  one  excludes  14  tonsillitis  and  2  Vincent’s  angina  in  which 
there  were  reasonable  grounds  for  doubt  regarding  the  diagnosis  and 
also  the  19  common  infectious  diseases,  making  a  total  of  35,  this 
means  that  half  of  those  received  into  the  hospital  other  than 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlatina  ought  not  to  have  been  sent.  One  could 
advance  reasons  for  this  increase  in  diagnostic  error,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  in  future  practitioners  in  doubt  may  endeavour  to  obtain  a 
second  opinion,  which  however  at  the  present  time  is  admittedly  not 
always  easy  throughout  the  area  served  by  the  Joint  Board. 

Health  of  Staff. — One  recently  arrived  nurse  contracted 
Diphtheria  with  complications,  but  subsequently  made  a  complete 
recovery. 

Fosse  Hospital. — This  remained  closed  throughout  the  year, 
there  being  no  actual  or  suspected  cases  of  Small  Pox  for  treatment 
or  observation. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  cases  admitted 
from  the  various  localities  : — 


1 

Scarlet 

Fever 

1 

Diph¬ 

theria 

Other 

Diseases 

Total 

Leamington,  M.B. 

39 

22 

32 

93 

Warwick,  M.B.  ... 

20 

22 

14 

56 

Kenilworth,  U.D. 

13 

— 

5 

18 

Warwick  Rural  District : — 

Bushwood 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Lapworth 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Bubbenhall 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Budbrooke 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Cubbington 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Haseley 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Hatton 

2 

1 

3 

6 

Leek  Wootton 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Whitnash 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Rowington 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Shrewley 

2 

— 

— - 

2 

Stoneleigh 

2 

2 

4 

8 

Southam  Rural  District : — 

Burton  Dassett 

1 

— 

— . 

1 

Harbury 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Long  Itchington 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Southam 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Farnborough  ... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

86 

53 

70 

209 
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MONTHLY  AND  QUARTERLY  ADMISSIONS. 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Other 

Diseases 

Monthly 

Totals 

Quarterly 

Totals 

January 

3 

3 

5 

ii 

February 

4 

2 

13 

19 

. 

43 

March 

4 

1 

8 

13; 

April 

7 

5 

4 

16 

May  ... 

3 

2 

8 

13 

- 

38 

June  ... 

3 

2 

4 

9 

July . 

12 

2 

5 

19 

August 

10 

15 

7 

32 

■ 

71 

September  . . . 

12 

3 

5 

20  j 

October 

13 

9 

2 

24 

November  ... 

6 

3 

4 

13 

- 

57 

December  ... 

9 

6 

5 

20  j 

Totals 

86 

53 

70 
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The  following  shows  the  number  of  cases  admitted  from 
Hospitals,  Institutions  and  Schools,  etc. : — 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diph¬ 

theria 

Other 

Diseases 

Total 

Warwick  Hospital 

1 

12 

3 

16 

Service  Depots,  Hostels,  etc. 

— 

6 

8 

14 

Leamington  High  School 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Hertford  Hill  Sanatorium 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Warneford  Hospital 

1 

— 

2 

3 

Heathcote  Isolation  Hospital 

— 

1 

1 

2 

New  College,  Leamington 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Newfield  School,  Leamington  ... 

2 

2 

Totals 

6 

20 

18 

44 

E.  R.  GILMORE, 

Medical  Superintendent. 


11th  January,  1944. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age-Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1-5 

5-10 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-20 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

20-25 

8 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35 

6 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

35-45 

6 

2 

2 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

45-55 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

55-65 

6 

1 

— 

-r— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

65  &  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

30 

6 

7 

2 

13 

4 

— 

Of  the  17  cases  who  died  in  1943,  7  were  notified  during  the 
year.  Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  ascribed  to  Tuberculosis  two 
were  notified  only  after  death. 


The  45  cases  discovered  in 

the  course  of 

the  year  were 

follows : — 

Private  Practitioner 

Tuberculosis 

and  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Transfers. 

Officer. 

4 

2 

32 

Died  before 

Hospital.  Notification. 

Sanatorium. 

R.A.F. 

1  2 

3 

1 

Of  the  1,386  cases  notified  since  1913,  677  are  known  to  be 
dead,  166  are  still  under  observation,  and  305  have  left  the  town  for 
elsewhere. 


Death  Rate  per  1,000: — 


1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

Pulmonary  j_ 
Tuberculosis  ) 

'56 

'36 

'40 

’26 

'39 

'48 

'27 

'40 

'48 

'47 

Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

T3 

'16 

*16 

'23 

'06 

*06 

'15 

'13 

TO 

— 
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The  details  of  the  45  cases  notified  this  year  are  as  follows 


Ward  Distribution.  Deaths  of 

those  notified 


Ward. 

Cases  Notified. 

during  1943. 

South-East  ... 

Q 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

North-East  ... 

•  «  • 

10 

3 

West... 

•  •  * 

17 

1 

Milverton  and 

Lillington 

9 

45 

7 

Occupations. 

Under  School  age 

1 

Ex- Royal  Navy 

3 

School  Children  . . . 

3 

Ex-R.A.F. 

1 

Housewives 

...  2 

Messenger 

1 

Shop  Assistants  ... 

2 

Firemen  ... 

2 

Factory  Hands  ... 

6 

Newsagent 

1 

Foundry  Workers 

3 

Publican  ... 

1 

Clerk 

1 

Surveyor  . . . 

1 

Engineers 

...  '2 

Designer  . . . 

1 

Draughtsman 

1 

Labourers... 

7 

Driver 

1 

Nil . 

2 

Ex-Soldiers 

2 

House  Painter 

1 

HOUSING. — As  regards  housing  conditions,  the  following 
was  ascertained : — 


Four-roomed  Houses 
Five-roomed  Houses 
Six-roomed  Houses 
Seven  and  over  roomed  Houses 
Flats 

Institution  ... 

Lodgings  ... 

Public  House 
Boarding  House  ... 


13 

12 

7 

2 

2 

o 

-w 

3 

1 

3 

45 


Of  the  cases  notified  this  year,  3  have  left  the  town,  7  have 
died  and  35  remain  under  observation. 


Control  of  Tuberculosis. — Our  work  continues  to  be  of 
the  same  character  as  in  past  years.  Disinfectant  is  supplied 
on  application,  and  the  disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out 
whenever  a  patient  dies  or  removes  to  another  house. 
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TREATMENT. — This  work  comes  principally  under  the  County 
Scheme.  23  cases  (  18  males  and  5  females)  have  been  sent  to 
Hertford  Hill  Sanatorium;  3  patients  were  treated  at  the  Warwick 
Hospital ;  7  at  the  Warneford  Hospital ;  and  one  at  the  Royal 
Midland  Counties  Home,  Leamington. 

As  in  previous  years,  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  Assistant 
Tuberculosis  Officer  (Dr.  Cyriax)  for  his  help,  more  especially 
in  the  examination  of  suspected  cases  among  School  Children. 

310  visits  were  paid  to  Tuberculosis  cases  by  the  Health 
Visitors.  32  cases  were  notified  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930. — 
The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  remaining  on  the  Register  of 
Notifications  on  31st  December,  1943,  was  as  under: — 

Pulmonary  ...  ...  Males,  84 ;  Females,  38. 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  Males,  25;  Females,  19. 

CANCER. 

The  deaths  ascribed  to  Malignant  Disease  numbered  75, 


classified  in  age  groups 
Age  Group. 

as  follows : — 
Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

—  / 

Under  20 

1 

. .  — 

1 

20-30 

— 

— 

— 

30-40 

1 

3 

4 

40-50 

1 

2 

3 

50-60 

5 

7 

12 

60-70 

14 

7 

21 

70-80 

10 

..  .  19 

29 

80-90 

4 

4 

90  and  over  ... 

36 

"  1 

39 

1 

75 

For  the  past  ten  years  the  deaths  have  been  as 

follows: — 

1934  1935 

1936 

1937  1938 

1939  1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

67  73 

72 

88  71 

62  55 

78 

79 

75 

DeatHf‘e|[2-22  2H4 
per  1,000  ) 

2’42 

2*83  2‘36 

1*96  F05 

2*07 

2*03 

2.08 

Deaths  from  Cancer, 
Tabulated  According  to  Site. 

Buc.  Cav.  and  (Esophagus,  6. 

Stomach,  &  Duodenum  13.  Breast,  6. 
Uterus,  7. 

All  other  sites,  43. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  was  2*08. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES  TREATMENT  SCHEME. 

The  County  is  the  responsible  authority  for  this  purpose. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  County  Public  Health  Committee, 
two  instructional  lectures  arranged  by  the  Central  Council  for 
Health  Education  were  given  at  the  Town  Hall,  Leamington,  in 
May,  at  which  your  M.O.H.  officiated  as  Chairman. 

This  was  followed  next  month  by  a  “  Brains  Trust  ”  of  three 
County  Officials  and  a  Birmingham  surgeon,  Dr.  Gibbons  Ward 
acting  as  question  master. 

The  attendance  at  these  meetings  was  somewhat  disappointing, 
but  those  who  were  present  evinced  considerable  interest.  Un¬ 
fortunately  not  enough  young  people,  or  those  most  likely  to  benefit, 
made  an  appearance. 

The  personal  view  is  here  expressed  that  little  progress  is  likely 
to  be  made  in  combatting  this  evil  until  these  diseases  are  made 
notifiable — or  at  any  rate'  in  a  communicable  form — and  that  no 
hush  hush  ”  policy  should  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  efforts 
of  those  attempting  to  safeguard  innocent  children  or  others. 

No  more  opportune  time  for  bringing  this  about  could  be 
imagined  than  at  the  outset  of  the  present  war. 


DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES,  BEDDING,  ETC. 

Premises. — The  disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  after 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  any  other 
cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  where  the  medical  practitioner 
especially  desires  disinfection.  Also  after  deaths  from  notifiable  and 
non -notifiable  diseases  and  other  cases  if  deemed  necessary. 

The  two  main  methods  adopted  for  the  disinfection  of  rooms  are 
by  gaseous  and  liquid  disinfectants.  As  to  which  method  is  used  is 
a  matter  of  expediency.  . 

Formalin  gas  is  used  for  the  former  and  for  liquid  disinfection 
a  formalin  spray  is  utilised. 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.  —  111  rooms  were  found  to 
be  infested  with  bed  bugs  during  the  year,  and  all  were  disinfested. 
The  method  employed  in  each  case  was  to  spray  the  woodwork 
during  and  after  removal,  with  liquid  insecticide  (either  “Zaldecide” 
or  “  Lawvercide  ”),  and  to  follow  this  by  fumigating  the  room 
with  disinfestator  blocks  (‘“Fumoid”).  The  tenants  (not  the  bugs) 
were  able  to  remain  in  occupation  whilst  this  was  being  done. 

No  instances  of  re-infestation  have  been  reported. 

CLOTHING.— Disinfection  of  this  is  carried  out  at  the  Corpor¬ 
ation  Disinfecting  Station.  Infected  clothing,  etc.,  is  removed  by  a 
special  van  before  the  disinfection  of  the  premises. 

A  Washington-Lyons  disinfecting  apparatus  is  used  for  this 
work.  Leather  goods,  etc.,  which  do  not  stand  disinfection  by  steam, 
are  set  aside  and  treated  either  by  the  gaseous  method  or  the  formalin 
spray. 

Books  are  subjected  to  formalin  vapour. 


